Coal

small, provided extensive drainage operations were not
required, for wages, as we have said, were low, and the
equipment of the mine, consisting of a few picks, iron
bars or wedges, wooden shovels shod with iron, and
baskets, buckets, and ropes, inexpensive, and there was
a steady sale for the coal, though the price of coal varied
so greatly and was so much affected by cost of carriage
that it is not possible
to give even an approx-
imate average value for
the mediaeval period ;
the question being fur-
ther complicated by the
extraordinary variety
of measures employed.
Coal is quoted in terms
of the ' hundredweight',             TOOLS. i6th cent.
the ' quarter' (valued at Colchester in 1296 at 6d.)}1 the
' seam "(or horse-load), the ' load ', which may be cither
horse or wain load, the ' scope ', which appears to be
equivalent to the ' corf ' or basket, the ' roke ' or ' rowe ',
the ' rod ' or ' perch ' (a measure apparently peculiar to
Warwickshire),2 the c butress ' and the ' three-quarters '
(of a buttress), and most commonly in the Tyne district
by the ' fother', * chalder,' or ' chaldron ' and 4 ten', ancl
also by the ' keel' or barge load. Where the owner did
not work the coals himself he could either issue annual
licences to dig coal or lease the mines for a term of years.3
The earliest leases give a vague general permission to
1 Rot. PavL, i. 228, 229.            2 See V. C. H. War., ii. 219.
3 The rent was sometimes paid, partly or wholly, in kind ;  as at
Shippen in 1262 (Colman, Hist, of Barwick~in~Elmet, 205).